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DistrictSix:

EffortsofReclamation,EndeavourstowardsRestitution

AnInter-MinisterialCommittee(IMC)onLandReform andAgricultureOversightVisit.

Sincethelate1960s,DistrictSixandseveralotherplacesacrossthecountrywerere-

zonedandofficiallydeclaredwhiteareasinaccordancewiththeapartheidstate’sGroup

AreasAct.DistrictSix,whichwasthehomeofamulti-ethnic,multi-racial,multi-cultural,

andmulti-religiouscommunityforgenerations,was,becauseofapartheid’sloathsome

inhumanepolicies,transformedintoanemptyquarterfordecades.

Manyofus,wholivedthereandthinkbackaboutthoseagonizingyears,recallhowwe–

asclosely-knitfamilies-wereforcedoutofourhomes.Allofusrememberhowwewere

dislodged,uprooted,andcartedawaytodistantplacesfarfrom thecitycentre.Andallof

uscannotforgettheextenttowhichthesedespicableActsdeeplyhad harmed and

continuestohurtusemotionally.

Whilewecontinuetograpplementallywiththepainfulpast,weexpressourjoythatwe–

asfamilies–canreclaim thatwhichwehadlost;andinthisregard,manyofusjoined

groupssuchastheDistrictSixBeneficiariesandRedevelopmentTrustthatwerewillingto

assistusinbringingabouttherequiredrestitution.

Weareawarethatasthesegroupsworkedtoachievethisgoal,theyencounteredmany

hurdlesalongtheway.Thoughthereweresuccesses,therewereotherunforeseenissues

thatcameonboardthatcauseddelaysintheprocessofrestitution.Now considering

thesedevelopments,AlJama-ahPartyunderHonourableGaniefHendricks’leadership

intervenedbyraisingthematterwiththeHisExcellencyDeputyPresidentDavidMabuza.

The Party encouraged the Honourable Deputy President,in his capacity as the

ChairpersonoftheInter-MinisterialCommittee(IMC)onLandReform andAgriculture,to

undertakeanoversightvisittoDistrictSix.Inresponsetothisurgentquest,thereplywas

positive.Thismaybeviewedasgovernment’scommitmenttoredressthepast’sinjustices

byensuringthatthelandberestoredtoitsrightfulowners.

TheHonourableDeputyPresidentthuscommittedhimselfinParliamentthattheIMCon



LandReform andAgriculturetoundertakeanoversightvisit;onethatintendstoensure

thatallbureaucraticdelaysincludingoccupationalcertificatesrelatedtoDistrictSix,will

beresolved.

Ithasbeenconfirmedthatonthe22ndofMarch2022,theHonourableDeputyPresident

andmembersofhiscommitteewillpursuethisimportantvisit;onthatday,theDepuy

PresidentwillmeetwithHonourableGaniefHendricksandhisteam aswellasgroupsthat

representthebeneficiariesofDistrictSix.

AcommemorativebookletDistrictSixParliamentaryOversightVisit,ISBNnumber978-0-

620-99545-3hasbeenwrittenbyProfessorHaronwithinputsfrom HonHendrickswho

wasborninDistrictSixandthefirstcopywillbeceremoniouslyhandedtotheDeputy

Presidentandacopyforhim tohandtothePresidentwhohavebeenconsultedwith

regardstothisoversightvisit.
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